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While Conservation Areas, listed buildings and National Parks all protect the ‘special’ parts of Wales, 

what makes a place unique is often more than those special areas or buildings. A street of semi-

detached houses, or an apparently humdrum terrace, may appear ordinary, but that doesn’t mean it 

lacks interest or distinctiveness. It is often the unprotected area that has the most interesting 

features. 

There are currently three Characterisation Studies being prepared as part of the Civic Trust for 

Wales’ initiative. Two relate to very distinctive and well-defined market towns (Newtown and 

Abergavenny). That for Rhiwbina deals with part of Wales’s capital city, Cardiff, and in broad terms 

encompasses a major suburban area of the city developed from the First World War onwards. 

“Explore Rhiwbina” is a characterisation project aimed at encouraging local communities to look at 

their surroundings and identify those traits which make their area special and different. It will enable 

an increased understanding of the built environment; and result in a final document that can be 

used to engage proactively in the planning process. A character study can help the community (and 

potentially its local authority) to assess development proposals in a way that enables change to be 

managed in an effective and positive manner. This is the first characterisation report to be written 

for Rhiwbina. More will follow as the project progresses and additional study areas are surveyed.  

The project is supported by The Civic Trust for Wales, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

For more information contact: Rhiwbina Civic Society (rhiwbinacivicsociety.org) or The Civic Trust for 

Wales, www.civictrustwales.org 
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Interim Character Area Report 

The Brooklands Estate, Rhiwbina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE BROOKLANDS ESTATE 

The name Brooklands has dropped out of general use among most residents of the Rhiwbina area, 

although older residents still recall it. The estate is a discrete development close to the heart of 

present day Rhiwbina Village, and comprises a number of streets of similar appearance. These are 

(working southwards): Heol y Derlwyn; Erw Wen; Lon y Rhyd; Groeslon; Lon y Dderwen; Min y Nant; 

Lon y Deri; Maes y Deri, and Glan Rhyd. It should be noted that properties in Erw Wen and the 

northern part of Heol y Derlwyn were mostly built after 1942, later than the rest of the area under 

consideration. This is reflected in the differing styles of property. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND TOPOGRAPHY 

The Cardiff suburb of Rhiwbina falls within the current parliamentary constituency of Cardiff North, 

stretching north from Thornhill to Birchgrove in the south, and between Northern Avenue and 

Caerphilly Road from west to east. From a rural hamlet of just a few dwellings, it has grown 

substantially over a relatively short period of time, and today’s Rhiwbina includes a number of 

distinct developments of different ages. 

It was the development of the Garden 

Village, begun in 1913, which started 

the growth of Rhiwbina. The second 

phase of development in Rhiwbina 

occurred on land originally part of Deri 

Farm, belonging to Lord Tredegar, and 

rented to successive tenants from the 

mid 1800s into the 1900s. Around 

1925, four of the fields - some 28 

acres - were sold to developers. It was upon this arable and pasture land that the properties built 

during the late 1920s and early 1930s would become known as the Brooklands estate. 

 

1886   1922 
Ordnance Survey 
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At the time when the Brooklands Estate was being built, 

there was little other residential development in the area, 

apart from the Garden Village and a few isolated 

properties on Rhiwbina Hill (then known as Rhiwbina 

Road). In the 1950s and 1960s, there was substantial 

development to the north of Brooklands, when the 

Llanishen Fach estate was built; subsequent infill housing 

has been constructed to the east, the other side of the 

brook. 

It should be noted that Rhiwbina Garden Village was 

erected as early social housing, while properties on the 

Brooklands estate were for private occupation. Hence 

there is greater individuality in the design of the 

Brooklands properties. We believe the land for the 

Brooklands estate was released and sold in relatively 

small blocks to small building firms, leading to the 

construction of individual houses or small blocks of 

houses (anything from two to 20) with a common design. 

The current planning status of the two areas both reflects 

and dictates the current character and appearance of the 

areas. For example, Rhiwbina Garden Village is a 

Conservation Area and all of the original houses are listed 

for their architectural and historic interest: this restricts the number and nature of changes to the 

original buildings. In contrast, the Brooklands area has no protective status, (as far as we know), so 

there is far greater flexibility in the scale and nature of changes and additions possible to existing 

buildings. 

THE AREA TODAY 

The area is defined on its eastern and southern edges by 

Rhydwaedlyd brook, to the north by properties fronting on to Heol 

Llanishen Fach, and to the west by properties fronting on to Heol y 

Deri. (For the purposes of this survey, the properties on Heol 

Llanishen Fach and Heol y Deri were omitted.) Some distance to the 

north is the Wenallt, which affords distant views from some 

aspects. In general, though, there are few views of the surrounding 

landscape. The Estate is fairly self-contained, with very few distant 

views outwards apart from some to the Wenallt, which lies to the 

north of Rhiwbina. Development of the larger part of the area took place over a relatively short 

period of time, with the result that the properties have a pleasing similarity of appearance, albeit 

with a variety of styles and appearance - a result of the mix of one storey (bungalow) and two storey 

properties (mainly semi detached). 

In the intervening years since the Brooklands Estate was built, more modern building materials have 

become available, particularly in respect of replacement doors and windows. In combination with 

 
Lon y Dderwen, looking north 

 
The Plan ... 

 

 
... and the land 

All Saints Church, Rhiwbina 

75th Anniversary book 
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changes in attitudes to garden design, these have resulted in subtle changes in the appearance of 

properties and their surroundings. However, with a few exceptions, such changes seem to have been 

made with sympathy for the style and character of the area, and the overall character of the area 

has not changed unduly. 

While the gardens surrounding properties are of similar size (corner properties have larger spaces), 

and the traditional lawn plus beds plus drive pattern is still discernible, residents have put their 

individual stamp on their private space. In many cases, multiple car ownership has given rise to a 

need for greater areas of hard standing, with a corresponding reduction in space available for 

planting. Low maintenance needs are also a factor in the way gardens have developed in the area. 

This treatment reflects the limited constraints exerted by the planning system on changes to 

buildings and garden space within Brooklands, a reflection of the circumstances pertaining at any 

one time. 

 

 

  

         
Gardens – the personal touch 
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DEFINING ARCHITECTURE/BUILDING FEATURES 

The Brooklands Estate is a mixture of detached and semi-detached 

bungalows and semi-detached houses, surrounded by medium sized 

gardens. Bungalows are of a similar design with variations: either a central 

front door with large bay windows either side, or a bay window which fills 

the front elevation, with a main entrance at the side of the property. 

Most are rendered and whitewashed, with details in red brick on some 

properties. A few have faux timber details on the front elevation. Roofs 

are mainly tiled, although some bungalows have slated roofs. 

Pairs of semi-detached houses are found 

in all parts of the area, particularly in Lon y 

Rhyd, Min y Nant and Groeslon. The 

pattern is very similar – a bay window on ground and first floor, 

separated by a band of red tiles. Front doors may be adjacent in the 

centre, or on the outer section of the facade, with a small bedroom 

window above. Walls are rendered and whitewashed, and roofs are 

generally of slate. 

At this point it is worth making the point that in roads such as those under scrutiny in this report, the 

view along each road is influenced by the nature of the roofing materials used on individual 

properties. Throughout the Brooklands estate, roofs are a mixture of slate and tiles. We do not know 

from this distance in time whether prospective purchasers had the option of roofing material, or 

whether individual developers opted for different materials. We also have no way of knowing which 

roofs may have been replaced in intervening years. Whatever the truth, it may be argued that having 

a mixture of roofing materials affects the observer’s view along these straight roads, however 

subconsciously this happens. 

On either side of Lon y Deri at its central point, there are four pairs of 

semi-detached houses of a design not seen elsewhere in the area, 

flanking a pair of houses of the more usual design. The two outer 

properties of each set have a large gable end facing the road. They 

have no bay window on the first floor, and only a small one at ground 

level. There is consequently no band of red tiles on their facades. The 

houses to which they are attached are of the conventional two-bay-

plus-tiles pattern. 

The age of the properties in this area means that windows and doors have had to be replaced. In the 

main, this has been done with uPVC units, leading to a subtle change in appearance. However, many 

residents have opted for a lattice design (with variations), which has to some extent created an 

approach to unity within this variation. Front doors are of a number of designs: there are a few 

original doors to be found. 

  

 
Lon y Deri 

 
Min y Nant 

 

 
Style and material 
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It is of no surprise that a number of residents have, over the years, extended and enlarged their 

properties. In general, these comprise loft extensions, added porches, garage conversions, and the 

occasional larger extension to the side or back of a property. Loft conversions can often be identified 

by skylights or dormer windows. 

The area is almost exclusively residential in nature, with the exception of the Methodist Chapel on 

the corner of Maes y Deri and Lon y Deri, and the Health Centre and Clinic at the northern end of 

Groeslon. The church is of an architectural design typical of the 1930s. Originally an English 

Methodist church, it is now used by a Welsh congregation and the 1960s-style church hall at the rear 

is where the Welsh nursery school – Ysgol Feithrin – meets daily. The Clinic is a more modern and 

utilitarian building, dating from the 1960s, and has no relationship with surrounding properties. 

 

THE CHARACTER OF THE AREA 

(See map on following page) 

In general, the roads are based on a grid pattern, with more generous road and footpath widths on 

through roads; and less generous standards for culs de sac. Public open spaces within the estate are 

limited to:  

 A relatively small central green amenity area, planted with mature trees, at the furthest 

(eastern) cul de sac end of Min y Nant; and  

 An attractive elongated green fronted by two storey semi detached houses of standard 

design in the southern end of Lon y Deri. The green space is grassed with four mature and 

four younger trees, all in good condition. A footpath crosses the green space midway 

between the eight houses facing onto the green area.  

More importantly, the eastern side of the estate is well defined and served by and elongated area of 

public open space of varying width associated with the route of Rhydwaedlyd Brook. This area of  

            
Spiritual and bodily health 

      
Windows and doors 
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public open space provides a valuable buffer between different housing areas and probably exists 

because of its ‘flood plain’ status associated with the brook. Unfortunately this area of open space 

has not been particularly well planned, apart from the provision of important footpath links both 

north-south and east-west. A number of mature trees along the route of the Brook, and within the 

open space, provide attractive views looking eastwards out of the estate. 

Given the flat nature of the Brooklands area, views along the roads within the estate are 

predominantly those of roofs and chimneys, poles and street lamps, broken only by street trees and 

trees and large shrubs planted in gardens. There are a few places where it is possible to see the 

wider landscape, particularly to the north and north east, where the Wenallt and Graig hills are 

visible. 

 

 

RHIWBINA – THE BROOKLANDS ESTATE 

 

 

 

 

Garden boundaries are generally of stone, brick or modern concrete blocks, usually fairly low and 

often backed by a hedge. The understated nature of these boundaries does not therefore intrude 

upon the eye and the effect is to make the road appear wider rather than narrow. With a few 

exceptions, there are no large trees in garden, residents preferring to use small ornamental trees 

and shrubs for textural effect. 

Pavements are of varying widths, being widest in Lon y Rhyd and Maes y Deri, and narrower in the 

other roads. Hard surfaces are of tarmac, which is generally in reasonable condition. There are street 

 

Key 
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trees of varying types in, for example, Lon y Rhyd and Maes y Deri. In places, these have been 

replaced over the years, so there are trees of different ages. Electricity and telephone lines are 

borne on poles: unusually, these are on opposite sides of the road rather than shared, giving rise to a 

somewhat cluttered appearance. Street lamps are generally of a utilitarian design common in the 

60s and 70s. 

At certain times of the day, some of the through roads can be used as short cuts by motorists trying 

to avoid the congestion on Heol y Deri and Heol Llanishen Fach. On-street parking is common, as 

many of the properties in, for example, Lon y Deri and Lon y Dderwen have too small a space beside 

the property to accommodate a parked vehicle. As noted above, some residents have enlarged the 

hard surfaces to create parking spaces for their cars. 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Perhaps the most obvious feature of this area is its very harmonious style, still clearly identifiable in 

spite of the changes made to individual properties over the intervening years. There are other areas 

of Rhiwbina where semi–detached and detached bungalows predominate, but there are few other 

examples of the double bay-plus-tiles pattern seen in the semi-detached houses in the Brooklands 

Estate (There are houses in Y Goedwig which echo the style, although not duplicating it). 

 

 

 

 

 

Those areas with perhaps the greatest character are: 

 The two roads with similarly designed two storey semi-

detached housing with incidental public open space. Min y 

Nant (adjacent to the stream) has a small central green 

area planted with mature trees and shrubs, which, along 

with the wide grass verges, gives this little cul de sac a 

character all of its own. The lower part of Lon y Deri also 

opens out to form a generous and well maintained green 

space, with mature and newer trees. These small green 

spaces reflect the more generous green spaces found in the 

Garden Village, where the ethos was to provide green 

space for the well-being of residents. 

 Erw Wen, a cul de sac of two-storey terrace blocks; with 

two blocks of six and of three properties to the north and 

two blocks of six and of four properties to the south. All are of consistent design of red brick 

construction with slate roofs. Rear parking provision is and can be provided to most of the 

properties from rear access tracks.  

 
Y Goedwig – Echoes of Brooklands 

       

 
Min y Nant and Lon y Deri – 

green space 
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Apart from the Methodist Chapel in Maes y Deri and the clinic in Groeslon the Brooklands Estate is 

almost exclusively residential. In this, it reflects the Garden Village on the other side of Heol y Deri, 

and it is possible that the design of the Brooklands Estate was intended to mirror that of the Garden 

Village, creating the same kind of atmosphere of tranquillity and calm. After some 70 years, it still 

manages to do that. 

THE LOCAL VIEW 

Up to this point, the report has been objective in nature – it summarises what is to be seen in the 

area under consideration, but does not make any comment about whether changes have been 

positive or negative, or about the state of buildings and infrastructure. This section will deal with 

such subjective aspects. 

A LITTLE BIT OF TLC? 

Generally, there is no great need for restoration, 

rebuilding or refurbishment – apart from maintenance of 

road and pavement surfaces and the care of street trees. 

The Methodist Church is in a reasonable state of repair, 

needing only some surface attention. There are no 

residential properties which scream out for attention, 

although, as one would expect in such an area, there are 

some which are in a better state of repair than others. 

Perhaps the most obvious candidate for a revamp is the 

clinic in Groeslon – a building which may be regarded as out of character with its surroundings, and 

in need of refurbishment. The car park attached to it could 

perhaps be made more attractive. Groeslon gives the 

impression of being a quiet cul de sac, where one would 

expect little through traffic. However, one resident of a 

number of years commented that the clinic generates a level 

of traffic which has increased over latter years. Whereas 

patients attending the clinic would have walked at one time, 

they now come by car. Staff also travel by car, and limited 

parking often means that cars are parked on the street. 

The residential nature of the area means that there has been little change in use of any of the 

buildings: the church is still used for worship, the church hall still fulfils a community function and 

the clinic still aims to keep both old and young healthy. 

Since the area has few public spaces, there is little that residents can value. However, we are aware 

that those who live in Min y Nant are particularly fond of the green space at the end of the cul de 

sac. Indeed, one resident remembers fondly her childhood spent playing around the stream and 

green with children from within and beyond the immediate area. No doubt residents value their own 

private open space, a tendency to be expected where private ownership of property pertains. 

  

 
A little cosmetic attention... 

 
... or radical surgery? 
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THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE DOWNRIGHT UGLY? 

In view of the fact that, unlike the Garden Village, the Brooklands Estate enjoys no protective 

conservation status, it is surprising and satisfying that the character of the area has been maintained 

so well. Windows and doors seem to have been replaced with regard in the main for the style of 

individual and surrounding properties. Extensions and loft conversions have, as a rule, been carried 

out in sympathy with the overall appearance of the area. There are exceptions: large extensions on 

the sides or rooflines of properties. An unsympathetic extension can intrude substantially upon not 

just the individual property, but the whole character of a road itself. 

 

WHY IS THE BROOKLANDS ESTATE IMPORTANT? 

The Brooklands Estate is an example of early 20th century development, and is a fairly conventional, 

unexceptional suburban private housing development. Each property has its own space and the 

harmony of style employed no doubt gave a feeling of pride and community to those moving into 

these brand-new properties. There are streets with special, attractive character, usually associated 

with small areas of public open space or housing of enclosed and consistent design, and it is to the 

credit of those who designed, built and bought those properties that the area to a large extent still 

maintains a sense of peace and harmony. 

 

     
...and dormers 
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The obvious and the not so obvious – what gives the Brooklands Estate its character 


